News of recent developments in Spring 2010 …
While the District Councils were still in place, a number of individual anti-litter initiatives were being promoted various different local areas - ‘Pride in Easington’ for example, being one.

With the change to a Unitary Authority, these have all been brought under one county-wide umbrella, entitled ‘Altogether Greener’ – and all areas of the county are currently having their street cleaning, dog fouling, fly-tipping, graffiti removal, refuse collection, recycling, grass cutting, pest control and warden processes reviewed.

Under ‘Altogether Greener’ a better-targeted service is now being developed to cover the entire county.  In some places the scheduling of the new processes will be a bit experimental, until it is seen how the best levels of efficiency can be achieved, but the hope is that all areas will soon start to see considerable improvements in service.

There is, however, an acknowledgement that community engagement, including the input by voluntary groups, will continue to play an important part in keeping the county litter-free.

We at LitterFree Durham CPRE would like to thank all the groups who currently do good work of this kind most sincerely, and we hope that you will give the ‘Altogether Greener’ campaign your continuing support.

LitterFree Durham’s part in this:

Kit Bartram, the founder of LitterFree Durham CPRE, has recently joined a strategic working party under the chairmanship of Oliver Sherratt, Head of Direct Services for the county.
We are giving assistance in the way of advice and equipment to a new Litter-picking group that is being formed in Weardale.

We are working with the Council's Environmental Campaigns Officer, and have given presentations to Community Development Officers and to Street Champions, as a result of which a voluntary litter group looks like being launched in Cockerton. 
We continue to do regular PowerPoint presentations in Primary Schools in the Darlington area, and we have recently visited the Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College there, as a result of which they are now developing their own new anti-litter strategy.

We have also been approaching each of the recently-established Area Action Partnerships to tell them about LitterFree Durham CPRE and all the groups who support us.

Please keep visiting our web pages to look for updates on all these developments, and for news about litter-picks happening locally.
